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President’s M essage
Monadnock TU, an Overview Part |

We began by resuscitating alapsed chapter. Someveteran facesfrom
earlier yearsand some new faces. We held meetings and had speakers,
then anewd etter and some eventsto put init: float stocking and fly
tying classes, raising fundsto sponsor akid’'sderby and abrook trout
study. We put up atableat thelocal expo and tied wooly buggerswith
all comers, had afew outingsonloca streams, got involved involunteer
projectsand held a (successful!)banquet or two. We created agroup
and peoplegot involved.

Wereached our first goal —getting the chapter off the ground. Now
we need to build on that foundation, to focus our effortswherethey can
make an impact. We need to connect our projects, so they work
together not just for the group but also for the community. Like any
undertaking thismust be donein steps—you haveto load therod
beforeyou can cast theline. We haveto start somewhereif weare
going to build something out of our effortsand have apositiveimpact
onthehabitat weall care so much about.

We have been involved in the Salmon-in-the-classroom project in

areaschools, especialy in Keene (wewill befollowing thoseeggsin
continued...See President, page 3

February 2008

Bug Nights!
The eagerly-awaited AVEO Bug NightsareHERE! Asmany of you
know, aquaticinsectsand other river-dwelling macroinvertebratesare
important indicatorsof river health because some of these organisms
aresengtiveto deteriorating water quality. Inthelate summer and
autumn of 2007, our volunteer river walkers sampled and preserved
aguaticinsectsfromthirteen sitesintheAshuelot River andits
tributaries. Now it’stimeto sort and identify these exquisite creatures
under microscopesinthelab!
Bug Nightswill beheld thefollowing Wednesdaysfrom 6 - 9 pm:
February 13, 20, 27, March 12 & 19
BugAfternoonswill beheld the Thur sdaysfrom 2:30 - 5:30 pm:
February 14 (1D bugswiththeoneyoulove!), 21, 28, March 13 & 20
All buggy eventswill take placein K eene Sate Science Center
Room 329. Bug Nightsand Afternoons are free - seewww.aveo.org!

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 13, 2008 Weekly Bug
Nights, 6-9 PM, Keene State
College Science Center. See
www.aveo.org. Free.

February 14, 2008 Weekly Bug
Afternoons, 2:30-5:30 PM,
Keene State College Science
Center. See www.aveo.org.
Free.

February 19, 2008, Fly Tying

Classes, Rec Center, Keene.

Intermediate Class Starts, 6:30
PM. Fee.

February 28, 2008,
Monadnock TU Meeting, Dublin
Library. Meeting starts at 6:30,
informal fly tying at 5:30. John
Magee and Gabe Gries will
discuss Smelt Creek restoration
at Dublin Lake.

March 1-2, 2008, Sixth Annual
Fly Fish New Hamphire Show,
Pelham, NH. Call Tal for a ride!

March 6, 2008 Fishing the
Gaspe Area w/Bill Greiner,
United Fly Tyers, Woburn, MA.
6:30 PM, Fee.

March 14-15, 2008, LL Bean
Fly Fishing Expo, Freeport,
Maine.
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Notes from the 2008
Marlborough Fly Fishing
Show N

The newsletter of Chapter 333 of Trout
Unlimited is published monthly during
the off-season, and more or less as
needed during the summer.
Submissions in any form are highly
encouraged. Please send stories,
photos, suggestions, or hot fishing
tips to the Secretary.

The Monadnock Chapter of Trout
Unlimited meets on the 4th
Thursday of each month at the Dublin
Library. All facets of trout fishing and
habitat preservation are discussed,
and anyone with an interest in fish or
fishing is welcome. Check the website
for the latest calendar.

2007 - 2008 Chapter Board
President
Tal Gregory
President@MonadnockTU.org
603-352-8673

Vice President
Larry Antonuk
VicePresident@MonadnockTU.org
(603) 876-4658

Treasurer
Jim Sullivan
Treasurer@MonadnockTU.org
(603) 924 —-5708

Secretary
Vacant

Directors
Don Rodenhiser - At Large
drodenhiser@monad.net
(603)924-3245

Tim McDaniel - Conservation
tmcdaniel-nh@charter.net
603-672-2419

Todd Warden - At Large
twarden@markem.com
(603) 352-1130 x 2634 (W)
603-352-4448 (h)

Tim McMahon - Banquet
tmcmahon@bellowsnichols.com
603-924-7155

Tom Rittenhouse - Events
kellysdad@budweiser.com

Peggy Brenner, ex-
President of United Fly
Tyers, demonstrates
streamer fly tying on Fly
Tyer’'s Row.

Why tie your own flies
when you can buy them
for nine bucks a
dozen??

Classic Fly Fisherman
had a nice display of
antique angling and

tying artifacts.

Eric Dodds showed off
his new line of rods at
the Wild Water Fly
Fishing booth.
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Fly Tying Class Update

Theeeven membersof the M onadnock Trout Unlimited fly tying
classhavebeen cranking out avariety of nymphs, streamers, and
buggersduring thefirst few weeksof class. Skillsand techniques
have beenimproving steadily, and thefly boxes have been dowly
filling up. Current membersof the Beginnersclasshaveafind class
onthe12th, whenthey’ Il getintosmpledry flies.

TheAdvanced classtakesright off the next week, same place,
sametime, androllsright into moretopicsof local interest. Wehave
decided tolean heavily on Caddis patterns, and will alsobe
introducing some specific fliesdiscussed by Monadnock TU Seve Morris as Mike Miller (front)
speakersover the previousfew months (fliesrecommended by Jim looks on.

Dowd, Arofan Gregory, and others). Onceagain, the classwill cover basic skillsbut will focusonfliesthat
work well inthe Monadnock Region. To sign up for the Advanced class, contact George Walthour at 352-
7858. «

President...Continued from Page 1 ] ] o
articlesinthe newdetter). Those K eenesalmon fry arerel eased into the Beaver Brook, which emptiesinto

theAshuel ot. We have a so been working on the project headed by Eric Swopeto monitor water quality in
Beaver Brook, hoping to find and éiminate sources of toxinsfound in that stream. Put those effortstogether
with achancetowork ontheremoval of the Homestead Woolen Mill Dam on theAshuelot in Swanzey, and
our involvement with the Sourceto Seaclean up, and we have begunto take thosefirst few steps.

Hopefully, thiswill lead to expanded effortsin areaschool sto include macroinvertebrate education or
fishing classes—and maybe some of those studentswill eventualy beinterested intaking fly tying classesor
being sponsored for fly fishing camp. Thereisan opportunity to hel p in astatewide genetic study of native
brook trout, which could tiein with our work on Beaver Brook and throughout the watershed.

Every timel driveby astripmall, | wincealittle—yes, saving alittle money on my tee-shirtsisnice, but |
remember placesthat used to befieldsor woods, and now they are parking lot and cinder block. | have
spent along time shaking my head, thinking what ashameitis. Globa warming, kidsin front of video games
instead of out digging worms, shopping cartsin placesthat should befishing holes. | have not done muchto
changethat except by sending money to thisorgani zation or that one, organi zationsthat in turn depend on
local peopleto raise awareness and bring about change. It hastaken awhile, but thelesson hassunk in at
last—if | want it to bedifferent, or to get better, I’ ve got to climb out of my car and dowhat | can. | hope
youwill join usintrying to do something— for achangefor thebetter <=

Sixth Annual Fly Fish New Hampshire Show

Merrimack River Valley Chapter Trout Unlimited and Pelham Fish and Game Club are co-sponsoring the
Fly Fish New Hampshire Show —the ONLY Fly Fishing Show in New Hampshire. The show will beheld
March 1 and 2 at Pelham Fish and Game Club, 300 Simpson Road, Pelham, NH. Vendorssigned up to
exhibit at the show includefly shops, guides, outfitters, and sporting and conservation organi zations
throughout New Hampshire. Doorsopen at 9:00 AM on Saturday and Sunday and are open until 4:00PM
eachday. Inadditionto exhibits, therewill be continuous seminars and demonstrations presented by local
and regional experts. Tal Gregory islookingintoagroup bus! Call him at 352-8673!

“Thisisan opportunity for local anglerstolearn about new tackle, techniquesand locationsto enjoy fly
fishing,” said Jim Norton, show chairman and member of both Merrimack River Valey Trout Unlimited and
Pelham Fish and Game Club. Seemerrimacktu.orgfor infoand directions .-
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Fly of the Month

Dowd’s Dorothea Emerger

Dry hook, 14 - 18

Yellow 8/0 thread

Tail: Ginger hackle fibers

Body: Yellow dubbing

Thorax: Orange Dubbing

Hackle: 2 wraps Gray hackle,
followed by 4 wraps brown or ginger
hackle. (wet or dry hackle as
desired)

Thismonth’sfly wassuggested
by Jm Dowd, last month’s
speaker. He usesthe pattern
heavily ontheDeerfieldriver
during early season sulphur
hatches. Originaly from Mayflies,
the Angler, and the Trout, Jim
hassmplified the pattern abit
moreby leavingthegray hackle
(wings) off thefly. Heisfirmon
thethorax color, however -
orangeisanecessity asastrike
inducer. (I madetheorangeusing
the standard yellow rabbit along
with abit of reddish synthetic
dubbing inthecoffeegrinder.)

Fishedinthesurfacefilm, of
course, but can be madeto sink
moreor lessby the use of wet or
dry hooks, and hen or cock
hackle.

It should beareal producer on
theDeerfidd <«

IDaiifcmt”

Premium Fishing Hooks

Fly Fish New Hampshire Show
~ Sixth Annual ~
New Hampshire’s ONLY Fly Fishing Show
March 1 and 2, 2008
at Pelham Fish and Game Club
March 1 9am-4pm Admission $7.00
March 2 9am-3pm 12 and under Free

www.merrimacktu.org

Salmon in the Classr oom

The Samoninthe Classroom
program haskicked off for the
2008 year! Salmon eggswere
deliveredtofour areaschools
on February 8. They have been
at the hatchery since October,
and onceinthetank they will
developintoAlevin (fishlike
shapewith attached egg sack)
withintwo to threeweeks. The Fry will beready to bereleasedin
three months or so. They begin the development cycleat 36 degrees,
and asthey maturethetemperaturerises. Supplying thetanksand
chillersisamajor fundraising effort of the Monadnock Chapter. There
arecurrently tanksat Franklin School, Symonds School and Jonathan
Daniels School inK eene, and onein Harrisvillerun by theMarl/Harris
beforeand after school program. Studentsnot only take care of the
fish, they study their lifecycles, learn about biol ogy and reproduction,
understand the
environment, and
even sketchthe
release sitesof the
fishforart class.
Thesdmonare
involvedindl
areasof study.
Keepaneyeon
theMTU
Newdletter for
statusreportsas
thesefish continue
ontheir pathtothe
ocean! .-
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